To help guide your thinking and understanding of the material, I offer a few questions. Some questions are simple straightforward specific questions, with answer in the text by Allen. I include these questions to highlight important ideas and facts (not to make busy work). I have also included a few interpretative questions. These, I hope, require some thought about the material, and especially how ideas connect across chapters. This is an excellent book that provides a concise summary of the significant empirical patterns and findings that motivate our plan of study throughout the semester. At a minimum after reading this book you should have
6. The last sentence in Chapter one is: "The Industrial Revolution was the result of high wages -and not just their cause." What does Allen mean by this sentence?
Chapter 2: The Rise of the West figure 8) versus their relationship for a given country (e.g., USA in figure 9 , Germany in figure 11) over time?
9. Why, according to Allen, are Peru, Zimbabwe, Malawi, and India poor?
Chapter 5: The Great Empires 6. Why was the literacy rate high in the British colonies (e.g., 90 percent in New England, compared to 70 percent in the mid-Atlantic Colonies and 65 percent in England).
7. Which great Indian civilization was in Mexico and which one was in Peru? Which one was conquered first?
8. What were some of the important differences between North and Latin/South America that led to different development paths?
